
 
CITY OF NORTON SHORES 

PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING 
November 10, 2015 

 
A regular meeting of the Norton Shores Planning Commission was held on Tuesday, November 10, 
2015 at 5:30 p.m., Norton Shores Branch Library, 705 Seminole Road. 
 
Present: Chairperson Otto, Commissioners Bolhuis, Cross, Lester, Olson, Ruiter, Trygstad, and 

Westgate; also, Rob Bilkie, Jerry Bartoszek, Shelly Stibitz, and Susan Franklin 
 
Excused: Commissioner Drier 
 
15-P36  Minutes 
 

Commissioner Ruiter moved to adopt the minutes of the October 13, 2015 Planning 
Commission meeting. The motion was supported by Commissioner Lester and 
carried unanimously. 

 
15-P37 Consent Agenda 
 

Commissioner Trygstad moved to adopt the Consent Agenda which consisted of a 
resolution setting a public hearing date of December 8, 2015 to consider a special 
use permit for Old Bach, LLC for property at 3194 Henry Street. The motion was 
supported by Commissioner Ruiter and carried unanimously. 

 
15-P38 Public Hearing – Amend Zoning Ordinance – 211, 245, 255, 261, 295, 307 Ellis Road 
 
 The Acting City Clerk certified the publishing and mailing of the public notice. 
 
 A public hearing was held.  Property owner Charles DeWitt, 261 Ellis Road, is in favor 

of the zone change because it will make it easier for property owners to sell or 
finance their property.   

 
Commissioner Olson moved to approve a resolution recommending to the City 
Council that the zoning designation for the properties at 211, 245, 255, 261, 295, 
and 307 Ellis Road from GO General Office to R-3 Single Family Residential be 
granted based on the following reasons: 1) The properties were designated as GO 
General Office in 1981 and there has been no interest to date in that designation; 2) 
Current property owners have difficulty selling or refinancing; 3) There are still many 
GO General Office lots available within the city; and 4) If necessary properties can be 
changed back to GO General Office. The motion was supported by Commissioner 
Bolhuis and carried unanimously. 
 

The meeting adjourned at 5:37 p.m. 
 

 
 M. D. Stibitz, Acting City Clerk 


